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Milleridge Inn 
Jericho NY  

               What a meeting and what a lecture was held on October 26th! We had over 60 people 
present for the evening, that’s two meetings in a row over 60. I believe everyone present got 
what they came for, another fine job by 21st Century Optical with Anthony Fulco and Debra 
Lang doing their usual superb job of helping us poor opticians. BrandwoRx wasn’t just another 
continuing education credit but a means to an end to show us how to market ourselves in today’s 
real world. If you didn’t attend this seminar you are out in the cold. I hope that Anthony updates 
this over the coming year so that it can be presented again. We had Mike Marone and the 
Woythaler brothers from 21st Century and David Stuerman from Essilor as well as Donna Heyer 
in attendance. OANY would like to thank each and everyone including 21st Century Optical, 
Essilor and Transitions for all the work that went into this presentation. 
 
              The business meeting was very well done with good reports from our committees and 
an approved donation to the eye bank for a page ad in their 20th anniversary journal. The mem-
bers were in agreement to having some meetings with interesting topics relating to the optical 
field that are not necessarily credit orientated. The Education committee,   Officers and Board 
members are now working out lectures that will prove interesting and informative. The Novem-
ber meeting will have Rosemary Clemens giving us a rundown on why the Children’s Coalition 
is important to us as an optician and as a person. Future meetings will have representatives from 
VOSH and the Sports Alliance. 
 
              As a lot of you know by now we were honored to have Howie Braunstein and Richie 
Bauman from NYSSO present at the meeting and reestablish ties with our members. Joe Mon-
estere and I had a very friendly get together with Howie a few days prior to this and exchanged 
some good ideas. Joe and I let them know that we are working towards the same end goal and 
would like to be able to lend our support to NYSSO on all issues concerning the welfare of our 
profession and livelihood. I hope that the brain trust in Albany will take the same attitude and 
allow us to work together. I would very much like to see OANY and NYSSO on the same track 
and look forward to discussions continuing along this vain. 
 
              As you may have noticed, our newsletter is expanding with more ad space and optical 
content. Andy has been doing a tremendous job and spending a lot of time and energy to get this 
done right and now has asked for and received some help so we can keep making the newsletter 
and Website better. That person will be introduced at the November meeting. 
 
               Please remember that the meeting is to be held on Tuesday the 21st of November and 
Frat hour starts at 7:00 with the meeting and Education lecture to follow. I will be looking for-
ward to seeing you all there. 
 
 
 
For Now in O.A.N.Y. 
 
 
Your President 
 
Peter Bacotti 
 
 

     Our Special Guest 
Speaker tonight will be 
Rosemary Clemens 
from the Children’s 
Coalition on Vision.  
Come See her and hear 
what she has to say we 
promise it will be a very 
enlightening evening. 
 
Also there will be first 
nominations for election 
of officers and directors 
for the 2007 business 
year.   
 
Our Sponsor is Opti-
source international 
and they will be dis-
playing all the latest 
tools and gadgets for us 
to conduct business 



 

· Extra Edge Software.  Now Place Your Rx Orders 
With Us Directly From Your Computer To Ours. 
Call For Details!!! 
· Ultra-Lab  A Brand New Way to Fabricate Your  
Lenses.  Accurate to 100th of a Diopter.  Clear, 
More Optically Correct Lens 
· Authorized Varilux  Lab 
· Quantum II  Anti Reflection Coating Done on 
Premises. 
Package Priced With Varilux Panamic and Comfort 
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OANY 

PO Box 631 Oceanside 
11572 

516-705-6523 

Office of  Professional Discipline 

1121 Walt Whitman Blvd. 
Melville, NY 11747 

631-425-7758 
Attn: Jim Cuomo 

NYS Education Department 

Claudia Alexander 
Executive Secretary for the State Board 

In Ophthalmic Dispensing 
The New York State Education Department 

CEC, Room 3019, Albany, NY 12230 
Tele# 518-474-6374  Fax 518-473-6995 

OANY  Officers 

President:           Peter Bacotti 
                               516-248-5554 
Vice President:    David Cohen 
                                516-569-2335 
Treasurer:            Arthur Rose 
Secretary:            Anthony Rebaldo 
Directors:             Joseph Monestere     
                            Robert Higgins Jr. 
                            Debra Ballen 
                            Alex Forster 
Executive Board 
              Robert Higgins Jr. 
              David Cohen 
              Andrew Cullen 
              Joe Monestere 
              Peter Bacotti 
              Arthur Rose 
              Anthony  Rebaldo 
              Alex Forster 
              Debra Ballen  
Education Coordinator: Peter Bacotti 
                                    516-248-5554 
Newsletter Coordinator: 
Business Manager  Andrew Cullen 
                                 516-705-6523 
E-Mail  opticiansallianceofny@yahoo.
com 

Next Meeting Dates 

Thursday  
December  28th 2006 

Thursday  
January 25th 2006 

   Social  Hour :                        7:00– 8:00 pm 
Meet  with  Sponsor    

Open Pay Bar  7:PM to 7:45PM 
    Dinner:                                       Appetizer 
                                                            Soup Du Jour 

  Mixed Green  Salad 
 

Chaffing Dishes 
Swedish Meatballs 

 
Choice of Entrée 

Broiled Salmon Filet 
London Broil Au jus 
Chicken Cordenbleu 

 
Dessert 

Pumpkin Pie & Coffee  
 

Price $ 35.00  Per Person 
 

Children's Vision Care Takes Forefront in Congress 
 

U.S. Senator Bond (R-MO) Introduces Legislation; Speaks on 
Personal Experience with Childhood Vision Loss 
 
            July 2006 - U.S. Sen. Christopher "Kit" Bond (R-MO), who 
suffers from permanent vision loss due to undiagnosed amblyopia as a 
child, today introduced bipartisan legislation, the Vision Care for 
Kids Act, to increase the number of children who receive vision care.  
If enacted, the bill would allocate funds for states to treat vision prob-
lems in children, as well as to educate residents about healthy vision. 
 
The legislation focuses on providing children the care needed after 
being identified as having a potential vision problem by a vision 
screening or comprehensive eye exam (see Figure 1). By ensuring the 
proper follow-up, states can greatly reduce the number of students 
who fall through the cracks and enter school at a disadvantage. 
Continued on Page 7 
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Opticians Alliance of New York 
Membership Application 

 
 
 
Name____________________________________________________ 
 
Address Home _______________________Business______________________ 
 
City Home __________________________ Business_____________________ 
 
Zip-code+4____________ Home ____________________ Business _____________________ 
 
Preferred Address   Home _____________  Business______________________ 
 
Telephone Home _____________________Business_____________________ 
 
License Number _____________________ 
 
E-Mail Address______________________ 
 
Membership in the Opticians Alliance of New York is for one year beginning with The Date you’re 

application is accepted for membership and running one year hence 
 Membership fee is 75.00  

Make checks payable to Opticians Alliance of New York 
Mail Application to Opticians Alliance of New York 

PO Box 631 
Oceanside, NY 11572-0631 

516-705-6523 
 
Please indicate to which you belong 

·    American Board of Opticianry Certified (ABO) 
·    Contact Lens Society of America (CLSA) 
·    Fellow, National Academy of Opticianry (FNAO) 
·    Opticians Association of America (OAA) 
·    National Contact Lens Examiners (NCLE) 
·    NYSSO                Which Chapter________________ 

What is the Opticians Alliance of New York doing for you? 
 

·    Providing access to free Continuing Education credits thru our regular monthly meetings 
·    Monthly Newsletter 
·    Web site www.oany.org 
·    Email notification of timely messages 

Payment Enclosed $________________________________________ 

    11/21/2006 



Screenings vs. Exams 
Vision Screening: 
            Test administered by a layperson, nurse or physician that detects visual acuity problems. 
Eye Exam: 
            A comprehensive eye health and visual evaluation performed by an eye doctor (an optometrist or an ophthal-
mologist). Currently, follow-up procedures vary from state to state. A 2005 Vision Council of America report, Mak-
ing the Grade? (PDF), found that 33 states mandate vision screenings for students; however, 29 of those states do 
not require children who fail the screening to undergo a follow-up eye exam¹. Since nearly two-thirds of children 
who fail vision screenings do not comply with recommended treatment, many children enter school with uncor-
rected vision problems.  
"Eighty percent of learning is through the visual processing of information, making good vision essential for school 
success," said Joel Zaba, M.A., O.D., an optometrist and child development specialist. "If a child enters school with 
an uncorrected vision problem, he will fall behind his peers and may never reach his full potential." 
Amblyopia, or lazy eye, is the leading cause of vision loss in children. It affects approximately two million children 
under the age of nine. Bond was one of those children who entered school with undetected amblyopia and struggled 
with his class work. Now, he is working to raise awareness about the link between vision and learning.  
            Bond has already begun to educate Americans about the need for children's vision care. He is featured in a 
public service advertisement (PSA) with National Amblyopia Youth Spokesperson, Kennedy Biederman. The PSA 
was developed to raise awareness about amblyopia and the need for early detection. 
            Jill Biederman, Kennedy's mother, was unaware of the need for preventive vision care until Kennedy was di-
agnosed with amblyopia. "Neither I nor my husband wears glasses, so we just took it for granted that our daughter 
would have good eyesight as well. Kennedy never complained about not being able to see well," said Biederman. 
"When we found out she was blind in one eye and had 20/80 vision in the other, I was mortified. I could not under-
stand how she was reading or even functioning in school." 
            Bond hopes to reduce the number of children like him and Kennedy whose amblyopia went unnoticed. "This 
important legislation will improve vision care for children to better equip them to succeed in school and in life. To-
gether we will make a difference in the lives of children across the country," said Bond.  
            There are several warning signs that can alert parents to a potential vision problem. Look for these five tell-
tale signs of poor vision in your child: 

Squinting, closing or covering one eye; excessive blinking or rubbing of the eyes  
Dislikes, avoids or has a short attention span with close up work  
Placing the head close to a book when reading; losing place while reading  
Complaints of headaches when reading or writing  
Turning or tilting the head to one side  

            "If parents notice any warning signs, they should take their child to an eye doctor for a comprehensive vision 
examination," said Zaba. "Being proactive is the best way to make sure your child has healthy vision and is able to 
develop up to his or her fullest potential." 
            For more on vision care legislation, visit www.2020advocacy.com. 
1           
States with vision screening requirements: Alaska, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, District of Colum-
bia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Ten-
nessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia 
 
            States with no mandatory follow-up eye exam after a failed screening: Alaska, Arkansas, Colorado, Con-
necticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, 
Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 
Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia 
 
Reprinted  with  permission of the Vision Council of America 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 

Last Name_________________________First Name___________________________ 
 
New Home Address______________________________________________________Tele Num________________ 
 
City/Town_________________________________State__________Zip Code_______________ 
 
E-Mail ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please Detach and mail to Opticians Alliance of New York 
                                                PO Box 631 
                                                     Oceanside New York 11572-0631 
Or email us your new information so that  we may keep all the records current 
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Please Patronize our Advertisers 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

            Congratulations to all the new members who joined our rank in the last two months..
Anthony Fulco, Paul Farber, Rob Appel, Janet Cockren, Jodie Feist, Hal Heller,  Yaffa Schuler,  
Andrea Valle,  Joseph Juliano, John Brooks,  Mark DiMeo,  Hal Heller,  Emanuel Jakakas.  Wel-
come one and all and we hope you become active and make this organization grow.  To all our fel-
low members there is a page in this newsletter that you could make good use of..its an application 
for membership for a friend or colleague to join our organization.  Get a friend interested or a co-

 
               There are job openings part time for opticians with our members.  
Also one of our members is looking for full time employment. 
    If you are interested in any of these positions Contact Andrew Cullen at the number below and all the information 
will be given to you       516-705-6523 
 


