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Milleridge Inn 
Jericho NY  

              Tonight’s 
presentation by Dr. Jo-
seph Bacotti MD  Shall 
be an very interesting 
one on diseases of the 
eye lid and surrounding 
area.  So come for an 
interesting evening.    
 
Also in our issue you 
will find an informative 
letter from Laura 
Frezza as well as infor-
mation on up coming 
events for the summer. 
And of course don’t 
forget the June meeting 
with Balester Optical 

  

OUR TIME IS NOW! 
            

      The question is not if we want licensing for Ophthalmic Dispensing, but do we 
want to keep the license. After hearing about the future of Opticianary at the last 
NYSSO meeting I was left wondering what future. Besides the fact that so few mem-
bers of the society felt it necessary to know what is happening with their livelihood 
and their future, no one questioned present realized the implications of the loss of li-
cense in Connecticut in 2008. Do we not understand that we could be next. 
     Our secretary of the State Board of Education Claudia Alexander left no doubt in 
my mind that we are in for a rude awaking in New York. Here we want to push for 
the ability to refract and Ms Alexander is saying that the practical exam will no longer 
be used or necessary for people from other states to come and is able to dispense in 
New York after taking a simpler test than the ABO is in its present form.  
      We were also informed that there is no money to properly fund OPD and that 
anonymous reports of impropriety will not be able to be investigated or prosecuted 
since the person filling the charge can not be interviewed. Further there was little help 
to be given since the offense usually is not in evidence when an investigator did go to 
look into it. 
       I understand that Ms Alexander is being asked to add a number of “new” profes-
sions to her list of responsibilities and therefore I think Ophthalmic Dispensing will 
suffer from an ability to be able to look out for the good of the New York State li-
censed dispenser. I am going to ask Ms Alexander to attend and have a question and 
answer session with us in the fall. Maybe O.A.N.Y. can help set the record straight 
because the time is now to right the ship for the future of opticianary in New York 
State. 
       O.A.N.Y. is in the final stages of the planning for our summer fest which will 
have rides, games, food and the Blind Baseball team to play against us. Please plan to 
attend and give your rsvp as soon as possible for the whole family even the grandkids. 
We need your commitment so sponsors will want to be a part of this. 
      The meeting last month was very well attended and Barry Optical and Signet Ar-
morlite put on a great continuing education lecture. Also present was Dr. Won head 
of VOSH who gave a lowdown on the organizations activities and what can be done 
for people who need visual help in third world situations. We donated some money to 
VOSH and would like to sponsor someone from O.A.N.Y. for next year’s trip. 
      Our next meeting will take place at the Milleridge Inn on May the 24th , I will be 
looking for all of you there.        
      
Peter Bacotti 
 
 .  
    .  
That’s Thursday the 24th of May, starting at 7:00 PM. 
See you then. 



 

· Extra Edge Software.  Now Place Your Rx Orders 
With Us Directly From Your Computer To Ours. 
Call For Details!!! 
· Ultra-Lab  A Brand New Way to Fabricate Your  
Lenses.  Accurate to 100th of a Diopter.  Clear, 
More Optically Correct Lens 
· Authorized Varilux  Lab 
· Quantum II  Anti Reflection Coating Done on 
Premises. 
Package Priced With Varilux Panamic and Comfort 
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OANY 

PO Box 631 Oceanside 
11572 

516-705-6523 

Office of  Professional Discipline 

1121 Walt Whitman Blvd. 
Melville, NY 11747 

631-425-7758 
Attn: Jim Cuomo 

NYS Education Department 

Claudia Alexander 
Executive Secretary for the State Board 

In Ophthalmic Dispensing 
The New York State Education Department 

CEC, Room 3019, Albany, NY 12230 
Tele# 518-474-6374  Fax 518-473-6995 

OANY  Officers 

President:           Peter Bacotti 
                               516-248-5554 
Vice President:    David Cohen 
                                516-569-2335 
Treasurer:            Arthur Rose 
Secretary:            Anthony Rebaldo 
Directors:             Joseph Monestere     
                             Robert Higgins Jr. 
                             Alex Forster 
                             Judy Deucht 
Executive Board 
              Robert Higgins Jr. 
              David Cohen 
              Andrew Cullen 
              Joe Monestere 
              Peter Bacotti 
              Arthur Rose 
              Anthony  Rebaldo 
              Alex Forster 
              Judy Deucht                
Education Coordinator: Peter Bacotti 
                                    516-248-5554 
Newsletter Coordinator: 
Business Manager  Andrew Cullen 
                                 516-705-6523 
E-Mail  opticiansallianceofny@yahoo.
com 

Next Meeting Dates 

Thursday  
June 28th  2007 

Thursday  
Sept 27th 2007 

   Social  Hour :                        7:00– 8:00 pm 
Meet  with  Sponsor    

Open Pay Bar  7:PM to 7:45PM 
    Dinner:                                       Appetizer 
                                                            Fruit Cup 

  Mixed Green  Salad 
Chaffing Dishes 

Buffalo Wings 
  
 

Choice of Entrée 
 Pot Roast 

Roast Country Turkey 
Salmon 

Vegetables Du Jour 
 

Dessert 
Vanilla Ice Cream with Strawberrys  & Coffee  

 
Price $ 35.00  Per Person 

 

 
 
 
            We would like to welcome our newest members to the Alli-
ance, Patricia Oehrlein, Eli Levine and Martin Mast.  Welcome and 
lets get active and make this the best Organization of its kind in NYS.   
We have started a new feature in the newsletter and this months pro-
file is no other that Joe Monestere and his profile can be found on 
Page 6 of this issue.  Judy Deucht shall be our roving reporter so 
when she singles you out you will be our next member to be profiled. 
We shall also be reporting on glad and sad tidings of our members 
so if you have any good news or any news about your family or a 
member let us know via email or snail mail and we shall be glad to 
insert it in our monthly missive to the members 
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Opticians Alliance of New York 
Membership Application 

 
 
 
Name____________________________________________________ 
 
Address Home _______________________Business______________________ 
 
City Home __________________________ Business_____________________ 
 
Zip-code+4____________ Home ____________________ Business _____________________ 
 
Preferred Address   Home _____________  Business______________________ 
 
Telephone Home _____________________Business_____________________ 
 
License Number _____________________ 
 
E-Mail Address______________________ 
 
Membership in the Opticians Alliance of New York is for one year beginning with The Date you’re 

application is accepted for membership and running one year hence 
 Membership fee is 75.00  

Make checks payable to Opticians Alliance of New York 
Mail Application to Opticians Alliance of New York 

PO Box 631 
Oceanside, NY 11572-0631 

516-705-6523 
 
Please indicate to which you belong 

·    American Board of Opticianry Certified (ABO) 
·    Contact Lens Society of America (CLSA) 
·    Fellow, National Academy of Opticianry (FNAO) 
·    Opticians Association of America (OAA) 
·    National Contact Lens Examiners (NCLE) 
·    NYSSO                Which Chapter________________ 

What is the Opticians Alliance of New York doing for you? 
 

·    Providing access to free Continuing Education credits thru our regular monthly meetings 
·    Monthly Newsletter 
·    Web site www.oany.org 
·    Email notification of timely messages 

Payment Enclosed $________________________________________ 

5/24/2007 



SPOTLIGHT 
                        By Judith Deucht 

IN THE NEWS 

Contact Lens Consumer Health Protection Act 
            Representative Mike Ross (D-Ark.) introduced the Contact Lens 
Consumer Health Protection Act (HR 2012) to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives on April 24th. HR 2012 seeks to amend the Fairness to Contact 
Lens Consumers Act (FCLCA) to require all contact lens sellers to provide 
a toll-free phone number and dedicated e-mail address for the purpose of 
receiving communication from prescribers. It would also: 
• Stipulate that when a prescriber communicates a question or concern 
about the accuracy of a prescription (Rx) to the seller, the seller must then 
obtain affirmative confirmation of the accuracy of the Rx before it will be 
considered verified. 
• Allow prescribers to provide a seller with written notification stipulating 
the prescriber’s preferred method of communication for Rx verification re-
quests. 
• Mandate that no contact lens seller overfill a Rx for contact lenses, de-
fined as providing more lenses than the Rx specifies or more lenses than 
the number required to fill a Rx for the period beginning on the date it is 
filled through it’s expiration date.  
You can view the entire text of the proposed legislation at http://thomas.
loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c110:1:./temp/~c110SwTYyS::  
The Bill Is cosponsored by Reps. Thomas Allen (D-Me.), John Boozman 
(R-Ark.), Thelma Drake (R-Va.), Ralph Hall (D-Texas) and Ed Whitfield 
(R-Ky.) 

Greater UV-B Exposure in Morning, Late Afternoon 
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PBA Launches UV Awareness Site  
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Joseph Monestere 

               Joe Monestere started his career in 
the profession in 1964.  Joe worked with Ben 
Bonafede in Ridgewood Queens and Carnarsie 
Until he struck out on his own in 1971 when 
he opened Cove Opticians in Glen Cove. 
 
               Joe’s service career in the profession 
also started to grow at this time, and not gen-
erally in this order but Joe was President of 
the Long Island Chapter of NYSSO, a New 
York State Member of the Ophthalmic Dis-
pensing Board, and is ending a 20 year run 
this May.  Along  with his wife Lenore and 
Daughter Danielle, who is a  Dr. of Audiology 
they opened a Audiology practice in conunc-
tion with the Dispensing Practice.  
 
               You know you have been in business 
for a long time when you have four genera-
tions of patients in one family coming to you. 
I have enjoyed being an Optician over the 
years and taking care of all my patients, and 
look forward to do so in the years to come 
 
               With all the changes in the industry 
over the years and more to come everyday is a 
challenge and I am going to meet that chal-
lenge with what I have been doing in practice 
all these years, and that’s what keeps me go-
ing. 



Arthur Rose presenting a check to Dr. Jorge Won of VOSH  Look-
ing on is Peter Bacotti  Present of OANY and  Doug Dinger of 
VOSH 

Seen is Jeff Baraban and his wife at our April meeting which was    
sponsoered  by both Barry Optical Labs and Signet Armorlite Corp. 

Patricia Oherlein Mark Di Meo and Wife 
Linda from Barry Optical 

Alex and Beverly Baraban 
of             Barry Optical 
Labs 





To: John Graziano 
From:  Laura Frezza-Chiarello  
Subject: Joint meeting of NYSSO-OANY 
 
 
John, 
 
            This memo is a follow-up to our phone conversation last week. To say that I am grossly disappointed in the 
executive board and LI directors’ conference call is an understatement. In so much as I will have this memo circu-
lated to as many board members as possible; the following is a recap of what has transpired and an overview of my 
observations.  
 
            At the 4/10/07 Long Island event with Claudia Alexander, I discussed the possibility of a joint meeting of the 
two groups with Dennis Casey and current OANY president Peter Bacotti. I told Peter that I was certain credit 
courses would be given. If he encouraged his members to attend (most having overlap membership in NYSSO), I 
did not see a problem in allowing all attendees to receive credits. To handle it otherwise would appear petty. Peter 
was more than amenable to communicate and discuss with his board such a meeting. I in turn said I would discuss it 
with the NYSSO board. Before I left that evening I spoke to Brian Buff and made him aware of the potential meet-
ing and that Dennis, John DelloRusso and I think this would be a great opportunity to network, communicate and 
work together on common goals beyond the cloud of regionalization.  If I had had the opportunity to speak with the 
balance of region 5, 6, and 7 directors about such a meeting that evening I would have.  I did not think permission 
was necessary to facilitate opening the lines of communication with one of the most respected opticians in the state.  
 
            Unfortunately, I was away the week of 4/20 thru 4/27 and asked Brian to discuss this at the 4/22/07 board 
meeting. For whatever reason it was not done and a conference call on the matter was scheduled two days prior to 
my return . John, isn’t it strange that I and all region 5 directors were excluded from this call when we were the ones 
requesting the meeting to happen?   The net of our conversation was that no joint meeting was necessary at this time.  
 
            The outcome of that conference call is yet another strike against what I think we are all working so hard to-
wards: a unified voice for all NYS opticians for vendor support, a public image of the profession and most impor-
tantly a message to our politicians for future legislation.  Explain to me, Executive Board, how it is not important to 
seek out all groups in NY to work on these positive, common threads?? 
 
            Perhaps we need to revisit the history of how we ended up achieving mandated continuing education. Many 
on our current board may not be aware or remember our sister/brother counterpart, the Contact Lens Society of New 
York (CLSNY). Here was a group who existed along side NYSSO for decades administering their own education 
because NYSSO did not. They had their own autonomy, ran their own board of directors and were viewed as an 
ally, not an adversary.  Membership overlapped both organizations and CLSNY recognized the lobby effort of 
NYSSO not only through dues but also joined in paying lobbyist fees to NYSSO. When both groups joined together 
to work on authoring the education bill we did it under the name of CLS-NYSSO.  We joined TOGETHER to 
achieve this goal. In the end CLSNY decided that NYSSO would serve the needs of their members through educa-
tion and did not go on as a separate group 
 
            I heard what you said last week, John, that the executive board and LI directors don’t feel that we need to go 
to the Alliance or any other group in NY because they are competing with “US” and “THEY” have no intentions of 
coming back to NYSSO. I could not disagree more. We all need each other if our license is going to survive the next 
5-10 years. All attending the April 10th meetings heard Ms. Alexander say that the state is looking for alternatives to 
our practical. All heard Skip Rivard speak about Connecticut sunset laws and the lost of their license. John, why are 
you and the executive board not concerned?   

Continued to the next page 

Open Letter to O.A.N.Y. Members 
 



            There is a tremendous cache of talent, ingenuity and passion out there, if there wasn’t these groups would not 
have gotten up and running. Just think if one harnessed all that energy, talent and motivation and channeled it into the 
visual assessment issue, grassroots and all, what we could achieve!! 
 
            NYSSO is the purveyor of licensing and all that upholds Opticianry as a profession in terms of legislation and 
lobbying. If all groups could agree to this end then why can’t we as least begin with the common threads I mentioned 
here in this memo?  
 
            It has been stated that I was “out of line” in trying to organize this meeting.  I felt I had earned some measure 
of credibility with our board and moved forward. However, if the executive board and fellow directors still think I am 
“out of line”, then I will graciously resign as Education Chair and region 5 director upon their request and offer my 
time, talent and knowledge to all that want and need it. 
 
            I may not achieve a meeting with all these interested groups but am satisfied knowing I went out  supporting 
what has always been my position , excellence and accountability in the profession.. 
 
Laura Frezza-Chiarello 

 
              NYSSO should be orchestrating as many bipartisan meetings as possible, not running from them.  It would 
be naïve to think that one organization can be every thing to every one with 4000+ licensees in the state. That is why 
we now have multiple groups. For those groups who are in the “business” of education for profit they are the bottom 
feeders of the industry and we are not going to change that mind-set.  To those who have formed for their own 
autonomy and want their own monthly meetings, their own public relations, their own newsletters and their own 
treasury to give back to their communities, I say GREAT!!  But what will happen if tomorrow you can’t dispense a 
pair of contact lenses or “Oh well, no more practical in NY” or “There really is no need for a license in NYS be-
cause 28 states don’t see a need, look at Connecticut”? These are the groups that we need to speak to. NYSSO 
should be at those meetings asking their members why they are taking CEC in NY anyway.  The original goal of 
visual assessment has been overshadowed by the implementation of providing education. The message at the fore-
front should be, “Go where you want to ‘buy’ your education if NYSSO can’t fill that need but you CANNOT ne-
glect your voice and backbone in Albany.” At the end of the day what will matter most to each and every licensee in 
New York is not where you bought your credits but what they are worth! 

Continued from previous page 

SUMMERTIME EVENT 
 

OANY IN CONJUNTION WITH  THE LONG ISLAND BOMBERS 
PRESENTS 

 
A DAY OF SUMMER FUN ON  

JULY 8TH 2008 
 

AT HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY 
A FAMILY EVENT NOT TO BE MISSED 

MORE INFORMATION TO FOLLOW VIA EMAIL AND REGULAR 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 

Last Name_________________________First Name___________________________ 
 
New Home Address______________________________________________________Tele Num________________ 
 
City/Town_________________________________State__________Zip Code_______________ 
 
E-Mail ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please Detach and mail to Opticians Alliance of New York 
                                                PO Box 631 
                                                     Oceanside New York 11572-0631 
Or email us your new information so that  we may keep all the records current 
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Please Patronize our Advertisers 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 
There are job openings part time for opticians with our members.   Also one of our members is look-
ing for full time employment. 
  
 
If you are interested in any of these positions Contact Andrew Cullen at the number below and all 
the information will be given to you       516-705-6523 
 


