
��������	
Jan 17th 2008 

���������	
������� �����������������������


��
�
���	���
����	��	
���	����	����	

����������	
������				�
�
�	�������		

���
�����	����
�� 	
· ���
�������������������

· ��������������

· �

· ������������

· �������
����
��

· �������������������������������

· ��

�����
	����
������������
���������
������������ !�"��
�������
#�����$%��!�&���'()'')*
'()''+*		�������,���
����-�
��
".$%�
���
�

Milleridge Inn 
Jericho NY  

Presidents Message Continued Next Page 

ARE WE THERE YET? 
             No it is not the Simpson’s talking, even though I have been known to 
answer to the name Homer. Another year has passed and for some it was a 
very good year, for some a year to forget, but no matter what it is, is a New 
Year and a year to plan and have a good one. There is absolutely no reason to 
be pessimistic whether it is on a personal or business level. All it takes is a 
New Year’s resolution to be the best at what we do and that goes for O.A.N.
Y. as well.  
            By your support and input O.A.N.Y. can and will supply the Continu-
ing Education courses needed but with topics that are a fit for our members 
employer or employee. We will help our fellow optical partners, opticians or 
otherwise, supporting their endeavors and lending a helping hand when and 
where needed. We will be there to aid our neighbors and friends in any way 
we can in their times of need. You as a member must remember that O.A.N.
Y. is there for you and will fight to maintain and further the Optical Profes-
sion and your license. 
            It is thanks to your commitment to O.A.N.Y. that we continue to 
grow and prosper in the awkward times that we live in today. But we cannot 
sit back on our laurels and let the other person do the work. To be successful 
everyone has to be willing to chip in and help each other. Together any-
thing is possible! 
            Our last meeting was a gala and festive one thanks in part to the Mil-
leridge Singers and their annual  serenade  of our attendees and guest speak-
ers. Interfaith Nutrition Network was on hand to receive a check from us in 
support of its community work. Our continuing education was done by Jay 
Binkowitz who gave a great lecture titled “the road to a healthy practice” 
which offered some very good insight into what is necessary for an optician 
to exist in today’s market place. My thanks go out to Jay and his associate 
Evan Kestenbaum for their expertise. I hope that Jay would consider return-
ing at a future meeting and giving another lecture. 
            This last month a letter was written to our editor expressing his 
thought on our feelings about over the counter bifocals. This was to be ad-
dressed by Alex Forster. You should read both and maybe give your thoughts 
on the matter. It is not a bad idea for anyone to let us know how you feel on 
any matter relevant to Opticianry and get other opinions from your col-
leagues.  
 
 

            T o n i g h t ’ s 
meeting is Spon-
sored by Maui Jim 
and  with this meet-
ing Maui has be-
come our oldest con-
tributing sponsor .  
So lets welcome 
Sheila and Chet with 
an outstanding  turn-
out and show Maui 
how much we enjoy 
there products and 
continuing educa-
tion.   Also tonight 
we have Bob Russo 
from NY Tech with 
another fine lecture...
So come on down 
we have 2 credits for 
you. 



 

· Extra Edge Software.  Now Place Your Rx Orders 
With Us Directly From Your Computer To Ours. 
Call For Details!!! 
· Ultra-Lab  A Brand New Way to Fabricate Your  
Lenses.  Accurate to 100th of a Diopter.  Clear, 
More Optically Correct Lens 
· Authorized Varilux  Lab 
· Quantum II  Anti Reflection Coating Done on 
Premises. 
Package Priced With Varilux Panamic and Comfort 
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OANY 

PO Box 631 Oceanside 
11572 

516-705-6523 

Office of  Professional Discipline 

1121 Walt Whitman Blvd. 
Melville, NY 11747 

631-425-7758 
Attn: Jim Cuomo 

NYS Education Department 

Claudia Alexander 
Executive Secretary for the State Board 

In Ophthalmic Dispensing 
The New York State Education Department 

CEC, Room 3019, Albany, NY 12230 
Tele# 518-474-6374  Fax 518-473-6995 

OANY  Officers 

President:           Peter Bacotti 
                               516-248-5554 
Vice President:    David Cohen 
                                516-569-2335 
Treasurer:            Arthur Rose 
Secretary:            Anthony Rebaldo 
Directors:             Joseph Monestere     
                             Robert Higgins Jr. 
                             Alex Forster 
                             Judy Deucht 
Executive Board 
              Robert Higgins Jr. 
              David Cohen 
              Andrew Cullen 
              Joe Monestere 
              Peter Bacotti 
              Arthur Rose 
              Anthony  Rebaldo 
              Alex Forster 
              Judy Deucht                
Education Coordinator: Peter Bacotti 
                                    516-248-5554 
Newsletter Coordinator: 
Business Manager  Andrew Cullen 
                                 516-705-6523 
E-Mail  opticiansallianceofny@yahoo.
com 

Next Meeting Dates 

 
3rd Thursday  
Feb 21st 2008 
Mar 20th 2008 

   Social  Hour :                        7:00– 8:00 pm 
Meet  with  Sponsor    

Open Pay Bar  7:PM to 7:45PM 
    Dinner:                                       Appetizer 
                                                            Melon Slices 

  Mixed Green  Salad 
Chaffing Dishes 
2 to be determined 

 
Choices 

Sliced Turkey with Trimmings  
 Filet of Sole stuffed with Shrimp & Crabmeat 

London Broil Au Jus 
 
 

Vegetables Du Jour 
 

Dessert 
Chocolate Moose Cake  & Coffee  

 
Price $ 35.00  Per Person 

 

        The January 17th meeting should be an excellent occasion to ob-
tain 2 credits of continuing education with Professor Bob Russo 
from New York Tech giving a lecture on the legal aspects of contact 
lens fitting and Maui Jim who is sponsoring our meeting giving one 
credit of dispensing.  
   Our next meeting will take place at the Milleridge Inn on January 
17th, the third Thursday of the month. Here’s hoping you all have a 
great start to the New Year.       
 
That’s Thursday the 17th of January, starting at 7:00 PM. 
See you then. 
You’re Friend and O.A.N.Y. President 
 
Peter Bacotti 



               112008 
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Opticians Alliance of New York 
Membership Application 

 
 
 
Name____________________________________________________ 
 
Address Home _______________________Business______________________ 
 
City Home __________________________ Business_____________________ 
 
Zip-code+4____________ Home ____________________ Business _____________________ 
 
Preferred Address   Home _____________  Business______________________ 
 
Telephone Home _____________________Business_____________________ 
 
License Number _____________________ 
 
E-Mail Address______________________ 
 
Membership in the Opticians Alliance of New York is for one year beginning with The Date you’re 

application is accepted for membership and running one year hence 
 Membership fee is 75.00  

Make checks payable to Opticians Alliance of New York 
Mail Application to Opticians Alliance of New York 

PO Box 631 
Oceanside, NY 11572-0631 

516-705-6523 
 
Please indicate to which you belong 

·    American Board of Opticianry Certified (ABO) 
·    Contact Lens Society of America (CLSA) 
·    Fellow, National Academy of Opticianry (FNAO) 
·    Opticians Association of America (OAA) 
·    National Contact Lens Examiners (NCLE) 
·    NYSSO                Which Chapter________________ 

What is the Opticians Alliance of New York doing for you? 
 

·    Providing access to free Continuing Education credits thru our regular monthly meetings 
·    Monthly Newsletter 
·    Web site www.oany.org 
·    Email notification of timely messages 

Payment Enclosed $________________________________________ 

Dec 27 2007 
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Dear  fellow members:  
 
            I read with interest the president's mes-
sage from that latest issue of the Alliance news-
letter, and I'm prompted to comment on the ap-
parent concern of the Alliance members with 
respect to readymade (otc) Bifocal sunglasses. 
Just how is the availability of these items any 
different than OTC reading glasses? Or for that 
matter, in what ways is the public exposing 
themselves to "harm" through the general avail-
ability of these products?  
 
            I personally think that professional opti-
cal organizations should not waste their/voice/
time/resources or energies fighting the avail-
ability of these items. Rather, what all vision 
professional should do is try to convince 
(whomever...) that NYS DMV acuity standards 
and testing procedures are soooo antiquated. 
This results in much more potential harm for 
each and every citizen of our state (or the coun-
try as a whole, for that matter).  
 
            Why not try convincing the board and 
legislature that:  
 
1. Testing acuity every 8 years for driving, 
while allowing "do-not-duplicate"/ Rx expira-
tion dates of only 12 months is, to say the least, 
illogical!  
 
2. Allowing the DMV offices to test VA at 6 
(SIX!) foot distances is not related to *any* 
real-world distance encountered during driving. 
Further, this 6 foot distance allows -0.75 
myopes/the equivalent to pass, when, at 20 feet, 
they would fail.  
 
How 'bout it, OANY?  
 
My 2 cents...  
Barry Santini, ABOM  
516 781 9838 
 

A LETTER FROM BARRY SANTINI 
IN REPLY 

 
            I am very happy to see that the O.A.N.Y. news-
letter is being read and that there is interest in our af-
fairs. It has always been my contention that a little 
controversy leads to involvement and something being 
accomplished by an organization for the betterment of 
its members. 
             
 
            The intention of O.A.N.Y. is watch out for the 
welfare of the public in our optical endeavors. To that 
end we must realize that (otc) bifocal sun lenses are 
not for everyone because they are sphere powers with 
fixed pupillary centers and bifocal heights. Not every-
one will be comfortable or be able to see properly 
through them and may even stumble at curbs and steps. 
             
 
            But enough of this issue and let’s answer the 
other issues brought out in the letter. O.A.N.Y. has and 
will always stand up for issues pertaining to the opti-
cian’s livelihood and wellbeing as well as issues per-
taining to the betterment of our profession. We will 
work with anyone or any organization that presents is-
sues that need our attention. Perhaps Mr. Barry Santini 
would care to address our members and let us know his 
feelings and what he thinks would be a good way of 
going about changing the way we test visual acuity.  
 
 
            Mr. Santini is a well thought of as professional 
and speaker as well as a Master Optician. He might 
want to consider giving a lecture to educate our mem-
bers in the “new” way of visual assessment. O.A.N.Y. 
would welcome and embrace a new continuing educa-
tion credit on this subject. How about it Barry? 
 
            Does anyone else have any thoughts on this 
matter, please let us know? 
 
 
Alex Forster 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 

Last Name_________________________First Name___________________________ 
 
New Home Address______________________________________________________Tele Num________________ 
 
City/Town_________________________________State__________Zip Code_______________ 
 
E-Mail ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please Detach and mail to Opticians Alliance of New York 
                                                PO Box 631 
                                                     Oceanside New York 11572-0631 
Or email us your new information so that  we may keep all the records current 
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Please Patronize our Advertisers 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 


