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Milleridge Inn 
Jericho NY  

        HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

              Are we ready for the year 2007? Well maybe not all of you, but OANY sure is. 
We anticipate a banner year not only in  business but organizationally as well. OANY has 
been adding new members every month since its inception and this month was no excep-
tion. OANY will only continue to grow during the coming year and will offer nothing but 
the best in Continuing Education and other interesting optically related topics. The commit-
tee Chairmen have promised to keep us all informed and up to date on everything falling 
within their domains. That includes all new legislation, education and business related news 
pertaining to our profession. 
   
              OANY is the process of starting seminars in other regions of the State and will 
keep you apprised of progress. David Cohen is working diligently on this and also is put-
ting together a summer program for OANY that we should all enjoy. Not to be outdone 
Andy Cullen has been hard at work on our Website and newsletter. You should see some of 
the new content already and see the page increase in The OANY gazette with more adver-
tising and new writers. 
    
              This is all because we believe that we can fill the optical community’s needs for 
an organization dedicated to its members and  raising the standards in our communities by 
returning a little something to the people who might need it.  
     
               I am sure that I could take up a lot more space and keep expounding on what we 
are  and will be doing but is it really necessary when all OANY members know what is in 
our hearts and know why we became Ophthalmic Dispensers in the first place?  
   
               The meeting last night at the Milleridge Inn was festive and very well attended. 
Over 50 people were present to hear Herb Fletcher from Younger Optics give us 2 credits 
on Drivewear lenses and receive a free pair of Drivewear lenses for themselves. We also 
had a DVD player donated by our friends at Float Eyewear, a basket of cheer from our 
mother in waiting Donna Heyer of Essilor, three $100 gift certificates from Best Buy, and 
Plano Drivewear lenses and demonstrators, and a gift set with a beautiful pen and LED 
flashlight that Herb so kindly had Younger Optics donate to us. 
      
              Our next meeting is to be held on Thursday the 25th of January and should prove 
very interesting and educational. Maui Jim is our sponsor for the night and promises us a 
good speaker and topic for our continuing ed. They will also have some special raffle 
prizes. The night will also have the director of the Sports Eyewear Coalition Present to give 
us a rundown on their fine work. 
 

               Please remember to get there early and chat with your colleagues before the busi-
ness and continuing education program. That’s the 25th starting at 7:00 PM, see you then. 
 
For now in O.A.N.Y. 
 
Your President 
 
Peter Bacotti 
 

               Joining us tonight 
at our meeting will be  Dr 
Paul Berman, the direc-
tor of The Coalition to 
prevent Sports Eye Inju-
ries.  Dr Berman shall 
speak about his organi-
zation and how we as 
Eye Care Professionals 
can join and promote the 
prevention of eye injuries 
cause by various sport-
ing activities.                    
 
             Our meeting 
shall be sponsored by 
Maui Jim and they have 
all sorts of prizes and 
gifts to give to the mem-
bers.  So come on down 
and join your peers for 
what promises to be a 
very interesting evening.   
 



 

· Extra Edge Software.  Now Place Your Rx Orders 
With Us Directly From Your Computer To Ours. 
Call For Details!!! 
· Ultra-Lab  A Brand New Way to Fabricate Your  
Lenses.  Accurate to 100th of a Diopter.  Clear, 
More Optically Correct Lens 
· Authorized Varilux  Lab 
· Quantum II  Anti Reflection Coating Done on 
Premises. 
Package Priced With Varilux Panamic and Comfort 
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OANY 

PO Box 631 Oceanside 
11572 

516-705-6523 

Office of  Professional Discipline 

1121 Walt Whitman Blvd. 
Melville, NY 11747 

631-425-7758 
Attn: Jim Cuomo 

NYS Education Department 

Claudia Alexander 
Executive Secretary for the State Board 

In Ophthalmic Dispensing 
The New York State Education Department 

CEC, Room 3019, Albany, NY 12230 
Tele# 518-474-6374  Fax 518-473-6995 

OANY  Officers 

President:           Peter Bacotti 
                               516-248-5554 
Vice President:    David Cohen 
                                516-569-2335 
Treasurer:            Arthur Rose 
Secretary:            Anthony Rebaldo 
Directors:             Joseph Monestere     
                            Robert Higgins Jr. 
                            Debra Ballen 
                            Alex Forster 
Executive Board 
              Robert Higgins Jr. 
              David Cohen 
              Andrew Cullen 
              Joe Monestere 
              Peter Bacotti 
              Arthur Rose 
              Anthony  Rebaldo 
              Alex Forster 
              Debra Ballen  
Education Coordinator: Peter Bacotti 
                                    516-248-5554 
Newsletter Coordinator: 
Business Manager  Andrew Cullen 
                                 516-705-6523 
E-Mail  opticiansallianceofny@yahoo.
com 

Next Meeting Dates 

Thursday  
February 22nd 2006 

Thursday  
March  22nd 2006 

   Social  Hour :                        7:00– 8:00 pm 
Meet  with  Sponsor    

Open Pay Bar  7:PM to 7:45PM 
    Dinner:                                       Appetizer 
                                                            Melon Slices 

  Mixed Green  Salad 
 

Chaffing Dishes 
Swedish Meat Balls 

 
Choice of Entrée 

Filet of Sole 
London Broil 

Chicken Francese 
 

Dessert 
Black Forest Cake & Coffee  

 
Price $ 35.00  Per Person 

 

            We would like to welcome our newest members to the Alli-
ance, Larry Greenspan, Thomas Kolb and Peter Zimler.  Welcome 
and lets get active and make this the best Organization of its kind in 
NYS.   We are starting a new feature in the newsletter starting in the 
coming months.  We are going to profile a member each month with 
a short bio and comments from the guest.  Judy Detuch shall be our 
roving reporter so when she singles you out you will be our next 
member to be profiled. We shall also be reporting on glad and sad 
tidings of our members so if you have any good news or any news 
about your family or a member let us know via email or snail mail and 
we shall be glad to insert it in our monthly missive to the members. 
 

                                                        Glad Tidings  
 
      

Congratulations to Andrew Cullen upon the birth of a 
granddaughter, Avery Joy, to his daughter Pamela and Richard 
Morgan. On December 24 2006 
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Opticians Alliance of New York 
Membership Application 

 
 
 
Name____________________________________________________ 
 
Address Home _______________________Business______________________ 
 
City Home __________________________ Business_____________________ 
 
Zip-code+4____________ Home ____________________ Business _____________________ 
 
Preferred Address   Home _____________  Business______________________ 
 
Telephone Home _____________________Business_____________________ 
 
License Number _____________________ 
 
E-Mail Address______________________ 
 
Membership in the Opticians Alliance of New York is for one year beginning with The Date you’re 

application is accepted for membership and running one year hence 
 Membership fee is 75.00  

Make checks payable to Opticians Alliance of New York 
Mail Application to Opticians Alliance of New York 

PO Box 631 
Oceanside, NY 11572-0631 

516-705-6523 
 
Please indicate to which you belong 

·    American Board of Opticianry Certified (ABO) 
·    Contact Lens Society of America (CLSA) 
·    Fellow, National Academy of Opticianry (FNAO) 
·    Opticians Association of America (OAA) 
·    National Contact Lens Examiners (NCLE) 
·    NYSSO                Which Chapter________________ 

What is the Opticians Alliance of New York doing for you? 
 

·    Providing access to free Continuing Education credits thru our regular monthly meetings 
·    Monthly Newsletter 
·    Web site www.oany.org 
·    Email notification of timely messages 

Payment Enclosed $________________________________________ 

    01/25/2007 
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Children’s Vision Bills Introduced on Capitol Hill 
 
             WASHINGTON D.C. --With bipartisan support in both the House of Representatives and the 
Senate, the Vision Care for Kids Act of 2007 was introduced this week on Capitol Hill. 
 
           The bill, H.R. 507, was introduced yesterday in the House of Representative bill with spon-
sors including U.S. Reps. Eliot Engel (D-NY), Vito Fossella (R-NY), Gene Green (D-TX), Bill Pas-
crell (D-NJ), Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) and John Sullivan (R-OK). 
 
           In the Senate, the bill, which is expected to be introduced this week, according to the VCA, 
is sponsored by U.S. Sens. Christopher  Bond (R-MO) and Christopher Dodd (D-CT). 
 
           The legislation, which is supported by the alliance of the Vision Council of America (VCA), 
American Academy of Ophthalmology, the American Association for Pediatric Ophthalmology and 
Strabismus, the American Optometric Association and Prevent Blindness America, focuses on pro-
viding children the follow-up care needed after being identified with a potential vision problem by a 
comprehensive eye exam or vision screening. 
 
           The great part about this bill is that every state, no matter what their current requirements, 
can utilize these funds to reduce the number of students who fall through the cracks and enter 
school at a disadvantage, said Michael Daley, chair of VCA’s Government Relations Committee. 
By putting an emphasis on follow-up, we can make sure that more children who need vision care 
get it.              
 
           Identical versions of the bill were introduced concurrently in both the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate. This is advantageous, VCA pointed out, as it will expedite the legislative 
process and ensure that the bill’s intent is not compromised. We are very excited that the bill has 
real legs to stand on in the 110th Congress, noted Ed Greene, VCA chief executive officer. We’ve 
overcome many hurdles to get to this point and it’s very rewarding to be where we are. 
 
           The Congressional Vision Caucus, composed of members from both the House and the 
Senate, and dedicated to strengthening policy on vision problems, will sponsor a briefing on the Vi-
sion Care for Kids Act of 2007. The briefing will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2007, and will edu-
cate congressional staff about the merits of the legislation. 
 
           We hope that through the early introduction of the bill in the 110th Congress, we will seize 
the energy and momentum on Capitol Hill to move this worthwhile legislation to passage concluded 
Greene. 
 
           In a separate statement, Prevent Blindness America (PBA), the national volunteer eye 
health and safety organization, said, Last year, Prevent Blindness America provided more than 2 
million vision screenings to children. Unfortunately, close to 10 percent of those kids failed their 
screenings, said Daniel D. Garrett, senior vice president of PBA. We are thrilled that the Vision 
Care for Kids Act of 2007 will close that gap for children who desperately need appropriate follow-
up care to save their sight. 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 

Last Name_________________________First Name___________________________ 
 
New Home Address______________________________________________________Tele Num________________ 
 
City/Town_________________________________State__________Zip Code_______________ 
 
E-Mail ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please Detach and mail to Opticians Alliance of New York 
                                                PO Box 631 
                                                     Oceanside New York 11572-0631 
Or email us your new information so that  we may keep all the records current 
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Please Patronize our Advertisers 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 
               There are job openings part time for opticians with our members.  
Also one of our members is looking for full time employment. 
    If you are interested in any of these positions Contact Andrew Cullen at the number below and all the information 
will be given to you       516-705-6523 
 


