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Milleridge Inn 
Jericho NY  

           MEMORIES!  
   
     The meeting we had on January 17th seemed not to have any ending. Some members are 
probably still on their way home, but I think everyone can agree that it was well worthwhile. 
Maui Jim, our first ever sponsor, once again did a fine job of presenting why Maui Jims are 
superior to regular sunglasses and Chad Smith gave a good accounting of why polarized 
lenses are so important. O.A.N.Y.’s thanks go out to Maui Jim, Chad, and company reps for 
all their support and we can’t forget those flashing parrots. 
      Our other speaker for the night was Professor Robert Russo Chairman of the Optical 
Program at New York City Tech. Bob gave a slide show walk through of the new laboratory 
set ups being used at Tech and the state of the art equipment the school has at the student’s 
disposal. Professor Russo also brought us up to date on curriculum changes that are taking 
place to produce the most educated graduates in both optical theory and practical knowl-
edge.  
       But, let me tell you, hearing Bob talk about the way it was and the way it is, sure brings 
back many memories to me. Having started in the field at the tender age of sixteen at a sal-
ary of fifty dollars a week, for God knows how many hours, cleaning machines and floors 
and stabbing my finger with a screwdriver how many times putting on temples. Frames 
came in parts in those days and many sizes to be interchanged if a different size was needed; 
I guess people all come in the same size today. Hey I did learn bench alignment, Panasonic 
and Retro tilt and before I was able to get my Ophthalmic Dispensing license had spent 
years doing shop work. Wonder if I can still crib thinlite lenses or shape and bevel by hand a 
pair of lenses on a flat hand stone that wasn’t a diamond wheel back then.  
      Memories, the way it was. There are still a few of us old farts around who remember the 
start of “New York Community College” before the old Pearl Street building. I am from one 
of the first classes given in warehouses on Flatbush Avenue and on Franklin Avenue in 
Brooklyn. It was adult continuing education in those days before accreditation and an associ-
ate degree. An apprenticeship was mandatory to become eligible to take the license exam. 
The practical part of the license exam was administered on the second floor of an optical 
store in Downtown Brooklyn and the written was given at the armory. I may not always re-
member what I did a few minutes ago, but that long term memory is never lost.  
    Before I forget, Professor Russo gave us a great lecture on the legal aspects of contact 
lens fitting and everyone appreciated his taking the time to address the O.A.N.Y. members. 
Bob said he would be glad to come back in the near future for a return engagement.  
     We were pleased to have present at the meeting and saying a few words our friend Howie 
Bronstein (the wizard). Howie expressed his concern over frame manufacturers cutting out 
“the small guy” and we promised to discuss this at our next Board meeting. Way to go 
Howie. 
      This last month a letter was written to our editor expressing thoughts on our feelings 
about over the counter bifocals. This was addressed by Alex Forster and now we are lucky 
enough to have Barry Santini step up and come to our February 21st meeting and give us 2 
continuing education credits in contact lenses. I am sure that we will walk away with many 
ways we can improve the scope of our license. Make sure to mark that date now and attend. 
    
Your Friend and O.A.N.Y. President 
 
Peter Bacotti 

               This Meeting 
we shall have our old 
friend Barry Santini giv-
ing a two credit lecture 
for ophthalmic dispens-
ing credit  He has 
changed his lecture 
schedule to accommo-
date our needs so lets 
turn our in record num-
bers to listen to what he 
has to impart.  Also we 
shall have election of 
Officers for the coming 
year and your votes are 
needed to show that we 
have a electorate that 
want to get involved in 
our organization  



 

· Extra Edge Software.  Now Place Your Rx Orders 
With Us Directly From Your Computer To Ours. 
Call For Details!!! 
· Ultra-Lab  A Brand New Way to Fabricate Your  
Lenses.  Accurate to 100th of a Diopter.  Clear, 
More Optically Correct Lens 
· Authorized Varilux  Lab 
· Quantum II  Anti Reflection Coating Done on 
Premises. 
Package Priced With Varilux Panamic and Comfort 
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OANY 

PO Box 631 Oceanside 
11572 

516-705-6523 

Office of  Professional Discipline 

1121 Walt Whitman Blvd. 
Melville, NY 11747 

631-425-7758 
Attn: Jim Cuomo 

NYS Education Department 

Claudia Alexander 
Executive Secretary for the State Board 

In Ophthalmic Dispensing 
The New York State Education Department 

CEC, Room 3019, Albany, NY 12230 
Tele# 518-474-6374  Fax 518-473-6995 

OANY  Officers 

President:           Peter Bacotti 
                               516-248-5554 
Vice President:    David Cohen 
                                516-569-2335 
Treasurer:            Arthur Rose 
Secretary:            Anthony Rebaldo 
Directors:             Joseph Monestere     
                             Robert Higgins Jr. 
                             Alex Forster 
                             Judy Deucht 
Executive Board 
              Robert Higgins Jr. 
              David Cohen 
              Andrew Cullen 
              Joe Monestere 
              Peter Bacotti 
              Arthur Rose 
              Anthony  Rebaldo 
              Alex Forster 
              Judy Deucht                
Education Coordinator: Peter Bacotti 
                                    516-248-5554 
Newsletter Coordinator: 
Business Manager  Andrew Cullen 
                                 516-705-6523 
E-Mail  opticiansallianceofny@yahoo.
com 

Next Meeting Dates 

 
3rd Thursday  
Mar 20th 2008 
April 17th 2008 

   Social  Hour :                        7:00– 8:00 pm 
Meet  with  Sponsor    

Open Pay Bar  7:PM to 7:45PM 
    Dinner:                                       Appetizer 
                                                            Melon Slices 

  Mixed Green  Salad 
Chaffing Dishes 
2 to be determined 

Soup Du Jour 
Choices 

Yankee Pot Roast  
 Grilled Salmon Filet 
Chicken Dijoniase 

 
Vegetables Du Jour 

 
Dessert 

7 Layer  Cake  & Coffee  
 

Price $ 35.00  Per Person 
 

            Meeting  Updates...Dr George  Won of Vosh will be at 
our March 20th Meeting and a Representative of the Children’s 
Vision Coalition will visit us at our April Meeting.  Ray Dennis 
will be giving a lecture this spring as well as our usual sponsors 
from Balester Optical and Hirsch Optical Corp.  
 
             We will be getting Continuing Education from now until 
the end of the meeting season in June though we don’t yet know 
the topics or speakers, So mark the dates  and come for an 
enlightening evening of education and friendship.    



               112008 
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Opticians Alliance of New York 
Membership Application 

 
 
 
Name____________________________________________________ 
 
Address Home _______________________Business______________________ 
 
City Home __________________________ Business_____________________ 
 
Zip-code+4____________ Home ____________________ Business _____________________ 
 
Preferred Address   Home _____________  Business______________________ 
 
Telephone Home _____________________Business_____________________ 
 
License Number _____________________ 
 
E-Mail Address______________________ 
 
Membership in the Opticians Alliance of New York is for one year beginning with The Date you’re 

application is accepted for membership and running one year hence 
 Membership fee is 75.00  

Make checks payable to Opticians Alliance of New York 
Mail Application to Opticians Alliance of New York 

PO Box 631 
Oceanside, NY 11572-0631 

516-705-6523 
 
Please indicate to which you belong 

·    American Board of Opticianry Certified (ABO) 
·    Contact Lens Society of America (CLSA) 
·    Fellow, National Academy of Opticianry (FNAO) 
·    Opticians Association of America (OAA) 
·    National Contact Lens Examiners (NCLE) 
·    NYSSO                Which Chapter________________ 

What is the Opticians Alliance of New York doing for you? 
 

·    Providing access to free Continuing Education credits thru our regular monthly meetings 
·    Monthly Newsletter 
·    Web site www.oany.org 
·    Email notification of timely messages 

Payment Enclosed $________________________________________ 

Feb 21th 2008 
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            I am John Semioli, 
owner and founder of An-
sonia Optical Ltd. located in 
Park Slope in Brooklyn, 
NY. I was born and raised 
close to where my business 
is now. In 1970 I graduated 
in Ophthalmic Dispensing at 
NYCC, a program started 
by my professor Joseph Ba-
cotti Sr. After working over 
20 years for other people in 
the field; I started my own 
business in 1990. The name 
is derived from my mom 
Ann, (she passed away in 
1989) and my wife Sonia. 
We have been running the 
business together for 18 
years 
 
            My son John is a 
Civil Engineer, my daughter 
Gina is a Special Education 
Teacher. I hope one of my 
five grandchildren will be 
interested in the Optical 
Field, or perhaps play center 
field for he New York Yan-
kees, still wish that I saw 
the Brooklyn Dodgers play 
at Ebbets Field! 

EYE ON  
JOHN SEMIOLI 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 

Last Name_________________________First Name___________________________ 
 
New Home Address______________________________________________________Tele Num________________ 
 
City/Town_________________________________State__________Zip Code_______________ 
 
E-Mail ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please Detach and mail to Opticians Alliance of New York 
                                                PO Box 631 
                                                     Oceanside New York 11572-0631 
Or email us your new information so that  we may keep all the records current 
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Please Patronize our Advertisers 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 


