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Milleridge Inn 
Jericho NY  

              The October meeting left me with mixed feelings, some very good and some that 
left me wondering about the future of licensed independent opticians abilityto survive in to-
day’s marketplace.  
 
               First to address the good feelings; Vistakon was our meeting sponsor with Fran-
cine Farber and Dave Altman representing them and doing a great job of letting the member-
ship know why Vistakon has the best contact lenses in the market. They gave a wonderful 
presentation about the virtues of their new lens technologies and showed why Vistakon has 
positioned itself at the top of the contact lens field... The membership, officers,and directors 
would like to thank Vistakon, Francine and Dave for their time and generosity towards O.A.
N.Y. and hope for a lasting friendship.  
 
              Also on the evenings agenda was Linda Conlin. Linda, is a past president of the 
Connecticut Opticians Society and eminent speaker. Linda gave a very educational lecture 
called Ocular Outer Limits which was very well received by all in attendance and led to 
some good questions from the floor. Our heartfelt thanks go to Linda for traveling to the 
outer reaches of Long Island. I did receive an email the next day from Linda praising the 
members of O.A.N.Y. for being one of the best groups she has lectured to and asking for a 
return engagement.  
 
              Now to address the second thoughts; I brought before the membership a trend in 
our field by frame manufacturers to limit the sales of their frame lines. Howie Bronstein a 
fellow optician from Long Island let me know about a week ago of his experience with 
Luxottica a frame company who required him to stop selling him a certain designer line. 
This was after buying into the line and having quite a few on the board for sale. It was 
Howies feeling the company wanted to pull back the line from the “mom and pop” stores to 
keep the frame line more exclusive in a given area. When I heard this bells started going off 
reminding me of what Marchon, Safilo and other frame manufacturers have done to make it 
harder for us small guys to make a living supplying the frames patients may want and would 
not be able to obtain from us.  
  
               We had a great discussion at the meeting on ways to overcome this growing trend 
with some members suggesting putting out our own exclusive lines of frames, others sug-
gesting trying to convince these frame manufacturers to change policy, and others saying to 
stop dealing with them altogether. I don’t profess to have all the answers and would like to 
have Howie come to an O.A.N.Y. meeting to give his take on this situation. I do believe 
from the consensus of the members present at the meeting that O.A.N.Y. will take a stand to 
clarify this issue.      
 
                     Anthony Rebaldo has sent out a letter to the Ophthalmic Dispensing Education 
Board expressing our concerns over readymade bifocal sunglasses which will be presented 
at their December meeting. The membership has also voted to donate money to Alex 
Wilamowski who suffered a stroke about 2 months ago and has a long road back to being 
able to work in our profession again, that amount was immediately matched by Mike Kwart-
ner. Anyone who would like to donate to Alex can make out a check in his name and for-
ward it to David Cohen for presentation to Alex. Anyone knowing Alex knows that his heart 
was always in the right place to help them in anyway he could, now it is our turn. 

Presidents Message Continued Next Page 

              At tonight’s 
meeting we shall have 
the pleasure of our own 
Jay Binkowitz giving a 
powerful lecture on 
Practice Management .  
                        Along 
with Jay we will have a 
speaker from the Inter-
faith Nutrition Network 
to tell us of her organiza-
tions functions as well as 
a speaker from Life Line 
Screening Radiology to 
apprise us of how we can 
benefit from this type of 
screening….   
            ON top of all this 
is our Annual Holiday 
Party ..There will be a 
100.00 raffle as well as 
other prizes..DON’T 
MISS OUR MEET-
ING . 



 

· Extra Edge Software.  Now Place Your Rx Orders 
With Us Directly From Your Computer To Ours. 
Call For Details!!! 
· Ultra-Lab  A Brand New Way to Fabricate Your  
Lenses.  Accurate to 100th of a Diopter.  Clear, 
More Optically Correct Lens 
· Authorized Varilux  Lab 
· Quantum II  Anti Reflection Coating Done on 
Premises. 
Package Priced With Varilux Panamic and Comfort 
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OANY 

PO Box 631 Oceanside 
11572 

516-705-6523 

Office of  Professional Discipline 

1121 Walt Whitman Blvd. 
Melville, NY 11747 

631-425-7758 
Attn: Jim Cuomo 

NYS Education Department 

Claudia Alexander 
Executive Secretary for the State Board 

In Ophthalmic Dispensing 
The New York State Education Department 

CEC, Room 3019, Albany, NY 12230 
Tele# 518-474-6374  Fax 518-473-6995 

OANY  Officers 

President:           Peter Bacotti 
                               516-248-5554 
Vice President:    David Cohen 
                                516-569-2335 
Treasurer:            Arthur Rose 
Secretary:            Anthony Rebaldo 
Directors:             Joseph Monestere     
                             Robert Higgins Jr. 
                             Alex Forster 
                             Judy Deucht 
Executive Board 
              Robert Higgins Jr. 
              David Cohen 
              Andrew Cullen 
              Joe Monestere 
              Peter Bacotti 
              Arthur Rose 
              Anthony  Rebaldo 
              Alex Forster 
              Judy Deucht                
Education Coordinator: Peter Bacotti 
                                    516-248-5554 
Newsletter Coordinator: 
Business Manager  Andrew Cullen 
                                 516-705-6523 
E-Mail  opticiansallianceofny@yahoo.
com 

Next Meeting Dates 

 
3rd Thursday  
Jan 17th 2007 
Feb 21st 2007 

   Social  Hour :                        7:00– 8:00 pm 
Meet  with  Sponsor    

Open Pay Bar  7:PM to 7:45PM 
    Dinner:                                       Appetizer 
                                                            Melon Slices 

  Mixed Green  Salad 
Chaffing Dishes 
2 to be determined 

 
Choices 

Sliced Turkey with Trimmings  
 Filet of Sole stuffed with Shrimp & Crabmeat 

London Broil Au Jus 
Chicken Cordon Bleu Stuffed and Baked 

 
Vegetables Du Jour 

 
Dessert 

Chocolate Moose Cake  & Coffee  
 

Price $ 35.00  Per Person 
 

Our next meeting will take place at the Milleridge Inn on December the 27th the 
fourth Thursday of the month and will feature the Milleridge singers, continuing 
education and a good get together with all our friends and colleagues. In the 
meantime I hope everyone and their families and friends, have a great Thanksgiv-
ing, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and Christmas       
 
That’s Thursday the 27th of December, starting at 7:00 PM. 
See you then. 
 
 
 
 
You’re O.A.N.Y. President 
 
Peter Bacotti 



               112008 
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Opticians Alliance of New York 
Membership Application 

 
 
 
Name____________________________________________________ 
 
Address Home _______________________Business______________________ 
 
City Home __________________________ Business_____________________ 
 
Zip-code+4____________ Home ____________________ Business _____________________ 
 
Preferred Address   Home _____________  Business______________________ 
 
Telephone Home _____________________Business_____________________ 
 
License Number _____________________ 
 
E-Mail Address______________________ 
 
Membership in the Opticians Alliance of New York is for one year beginning with The Date you’re 

application is accepted for membership and running one year hence 
 Membership fee is 75.00  

Make checks payable to Opticians Alliance of New York 
Mail Application to Opticians Alliance of New York 

PO Box 631 
Oceanside, NY 11572-0631 

516-705-6523 
 
Please indicate to which you belong 

·    American Board of Opticianry Certified (ABO) 
·    Contact Lens Society of America (CLSA) 
·    Fellow, National Academy of Opticianry (FNAO) 
·    Opticians Association of America (OAA) 
·    National Contact Lens Examiners (NCLE) 
·    NYSSO                Which Chapter________________ 

What is the Opticians Alliance of New York doing for you? 
 

·    Providing access to free Continuing Education credits thru our regular monthly meetings 
·    Monthly Newsletter 
·    Web site www.oany.org 
·    Email notification of timely messages 

Payment Enclosed $________________________________________ 

Dec 27 2007 
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Lisa Greenberg & Judy Deucht seen at the November Meeting 

Francine Farber of Vistakon Johnson & Johnson our  Sponsor for the Nov Meeting 

My name is Drew Washton, I love be-
ing an Optician; I am the owner of          
See-World Optics, and have been in the 
optical field for over 32 years.   I enjoy 
my work and all it entails. 

I am proud to be a member of 
O.A.N.Y. with this group of profession-
als.   My goal is to help people who de-
pend on my knowledge and expertise to 
guide and fit them properly with their 
glasses and all visual needs. I let them 
know that they are my walking adver-
tisement. When they look good, I look 
good.  

My wife’s name is Shelley and 
my son is Harrison.  We have a dog-
named Bella and cat Pumpkin. I really 
enjoy snow skiing and riding my motor-
cycle. But my favorite thing to do is to 
float down the Delaware River in my 
raft watching bald eagles flying over me 
looking for fish to eat. When they dive 
into the water to catch one I get goose 
bumps. 

They are magnificent to watch. 
I feel that I’m in another world that is 
very peaceful. When I go back to work 
my mind is fresh and clear, ready for a 
new week.   

I love my life, and my work 
immensely.  It is also a joy to take pic-
tures of smiling opticians.  
 

Drew Washton 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 

Last Name_________________________First Name___________________________ 
 
New Home Address______________________________________________________Tele Num________________ 
 
City/Town_________________________________State__________Zip Code_______________ 
 
E-Mail ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please Detach and mail to Opticians Alliance of New York 
                                                PO Box 631 
                                                     Oceanside New York 11572-0631 
Or email us your new information so that  we may keep all the records current 
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Please Patronize our Advertisers 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 


